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1.Students can understand the development and importance of Chinese writing system. (i& & #¢ /1)
2.Students can quickly find out the information by applying the skills of scanning. (5 3] & /)
W B g 3.Understand relationship between Chinese character and inheritance of Chinese culture, and then
build students’ cultural confidence. (3L fL &%)
4.Students can use divergent thinking to figure out the future of Chinese characters and the means
to spread Chinese culture to the world. (% 4 52 /i)
‘ 1.Sort out two main clues: the development and importance of Chinese writing system.
B _ _ o _
2.Explore and understand relation between Chinese character and inheritance of Chinese culture.
e 1. How to infer the importance of Chinese writing system according to the information.
| 2. Think about the future of Chinese characters and means to spread Chinese culture.
PRI 22 HE 1 period B A PPT, video and blackboard.
#2777 | Task-based language teaching and Communicative teaching method
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Step1l Lead-in
Activity: Guessing game and watch video

Ask students to guess “What these symbols mean in Chinese characters?” and watch the video
about the evolution of Chinese characters to check their guessing.
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Justification: Students’ interests will be aroused by guessing the meaning of picture-based
language. Students have a strong visual experience by displaying a video, so as to understand the

evolution of Chinese characters.

Step 2 Pre-reading
Task: Prediction
Ask students the question “What will be talked about in this passage based the title?”
The Chinese writing system: connecting the past and present
Justification: This activity can activate students’ thinking and take part in the activity. Students

are able to make preparations for reading activities and have a general guessing about the content.

Step 3  While-reading
Task 1: Skimming to figure out structure of the passage

1. Ask students to read passage quickly to choose the structure of this passage.




2. Ask students to divide the paragraphs into 3 parts.

The structure of the passage

Chinese writing system (topic)
(Para 1)
/ /\‘\‘\
T =

o ~

History and development Importance
(Paras2-4) (Paras5-6)

Justification: Through asking students the structure of expository writing, students can quickly

figure the main idea of each part. This task exercise and develop students’ ability to skimming.

Task 2: Scanning for detailed information

1. Read the paragraph 2-4 to make out the timeline.

(1)Find out the “time” of these paragraphs and underline “what happened in this period of time?”
(DAt the beginning, written Chinese was a picture-based language. Animal bones and shells on which
symbols were carved by ancient Chinese people.

@By the Shang Dynasty, these symbols had become a well-developed writing system.

GOver the years, the system developed into different forms, as it was a time when people were divided
geographically, leading to many varieties of dialects and characters

@Emperor Qinshihuang united the seven major states into one unified country where the Chinese writing
system began to develop in one direction

GEven today, no matter where Chinese people live or what dialect they speak, they can all still
communicate in writing.

(2)Then teacher lead students to summarize the information below and make out the timeline.

At the Shang Over the ‘ Qin Toda
| beginning dynasty years dynasty Y
picture-based | |well- different | |in one use to
language |developed | | forms direction  communicate
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2. Read the paragraph 4-6 to sort out the importance of Chinese writing system.

(1) Why can Chinese writing system connect the past and present?

people in modern times can read the classic works which were written by Chinese in ancient times.
(2)Can you find out more connections about Chinese writing system?

(DThat writing system was of great importance in uniting the Chinese people and culture.

@Xhinese character has developed into art form, known as Chinese calligraphy, which has become an
important part of Chinese culture.

(3An increasing number of international students begin to appreciate China's culture and history through
this amazing language.

(3)Then teacher lead students to summarize the importance of Chinese writing system.

The importance of Chinese writing system

Connections
continue

China’s past and present our culture.
People and culture E> unify our culture.
Language and art enrich our culture.
China and the world spread P

Justification: This step require students to locate some key words about the “time” and
“importance/important” , and then find out the events at that period of time and supporting
information, so as to develop students’ ability to scanning. The activity that students make an

inference according to the information can cultivate students’ organizational skills.

Step 4 Post-reading
Task: Group discussion
How will Chinese characters develop in the future from the aspects of forms and importance?

After that, teacher can invite some of them to show their ideas in front of class.

Past =. Present !

L]
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May answers: There will be more and more types of calligraphy.

More and more Chinese culture will spread by hanzi.

Justification: The divergent thinking to figure out the future of Chinese characters can be
exercised. Students have chance to discuss in group and show their opinions with freedom

through the performance on stage, so students' self-confidence will be enhanced.




Step5 Summary and assignments

Compulsory assignment: Write a passage “How will Chinese character develop in the future?”
Optional assignment: Make a list about “How to spread our culture to the world?”

Justification: Compulsory assignment requires students to transfer the contents of oral discussion
in class into written form, so students’ writing ability can be exercised and improved. Optional
assignment asks students to further thinking the means of spread Chinese culture, so it will build

students’ cultural confidence.
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